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Unity in the body of Chirist is a big
theme in the New Testament.
Jesus cares about the unity of
= believers so much that a part
~ of his prayer for His disciples
and all believers before He
was crucified was devoted to
Christian unity (John 17:17-26).
Part of Jesus’ last words was to
ask the Father to sanctify us in
the truth, o make us holy just as
God is holy, and to bring unity among brothers and sisters.

Christian unity patterns after the Trinity. God the Father,
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are three distinct
persons but one God. There is diversity in the personhood
of God. The Father sent the Son to live, die, resurrect
and ascend for all believers, and the Holy Spirit applies
the saving work of Jesus to regenerate them. Yet, in their
essence, they are equal and united as one from etfernity
past. So Christian unity should reflect diversity and unity
af the same time. Each one of us is unique and different,
fearfully and wonderfully made in the image of God. He
gave us different gifts through the Holy Spirit, so we can
serve one another as different body parts in the body of
Christ (1 Cor. 12). Yet at the same time, we are united
as one body of our Lord Jesus. Regardless of our race,
gender or background, we are united tfogether as one
family because we worship the same Triune God and are
redeemed by the blood of Jesus. Ephesians 4:4-6 says,
“There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called
to the one hope that belongs to your call—one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over
all and through all and'in all.”

The reality is that we all struggle with Christian unity
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because we have not yet been perfectly sancfified.
Sometimes we go back to live in the flesh rather than in
the new life that we have in Christ. We can be self-seeking
and prideful. Sometimes we only see the speckin another
person’s eyes rather than the log of our own eyes (Matt
7:1-5), and become condemning and judgmental to
others. We lack the love, patience and humility that Jesus
calls us to express to one another. But the good news is
that Jesus has not only come to save us by dying on the
cross for our sins, He is also committed to sanctify us and
bring unity among brothers and sisters, and ultimately lead
us fo glory. So, we must never give up!

Practically speaking, we must continue to hold on to Jesus
and allow His love to melt our heart! Continue to ask Jesus
toreveal to us our frue selves and the hidden sins in us. Ask
for His forgiveness daily and for the Holy Spirit to tfransform
us info Christlikeness. Follow the humility and sacrificial love
of Jesus. Allow 1 Corinthians 13 to saturate our heart so that
we can live out our Christian love. When we live like that, it
will be a powerful witness to the world testifying to the truth
of the Gospel and to Jesus Christ. May our gracious Lord
continue to sanctify everyone here at ACMLA and bring
more unity and love among us.
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